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In "Young People with Good Child Syndrome" (by Daisuke Kanama, Tokyo Keizai Shimbunsha), it's
noted that young people in Japan prefer not to stand out, desire equality, and are reluctant to make their
own decisions. However, the book introduces a chapter suggesting that the tendency of Japanese people is
to conform to others has long been known abroad. In America, there's even a famous joke about it.

Imagine the Queen Elizabeth II or even the Titanic. Picture such a large passenger ship stranded on a
sandbar and about to sink. The captain has prepared the lifeboats, but after prioritizing women and
children the lifeboats have become filled, leaving many men to jump into the sea from a considerable height.
Naturally, they hesitate to jump. So the captain tries to motivate them. To Americans, he says "Come on,
jump. Become a hero!" To Germans, "The laws of this ship say you must jump!" To Italians, "If you jump
now, the hearts of women will be yours" ... And to Japanese, "Look around you. Everyone is jumping." It's
amusing but not something that we should be laughing about. (Partial alteration)

It's a story not only about today's youth being considered lacking in individuality but also about how it
has been the case throughout Japan's history. The reason young people are resistant to change, avoid
challenges, and adopt a protective and inward-looking attitude is because that's how Japanese society, in
which they grew up, has been. However, the book also indicates that one must not use society as an excuse.
The source of the pressure to conform lies within oneself. Moreover, it suggests that learning with a purpose
strengthens oneself, and regardless of how introverted one may be, they should decide for themselves why
and what they want to learn. Learning should be selfishly pursued for oneself. The author asserts that
"those who do not learn cannot be taught" and "one cannot receive without seeking."

Most students at Central High School are good kids. That's why it's worrying. Are you all giving up on
deciding for yourselves and wanting someone else to decide for you? Once you enter university, you should
not keep waiting for things to be handed to you. Otherwise, your self-esteem will never rise, and you won't
feel like you're living your own life. I hope you continue to explore what "learning by seeking" truly means
until the end.
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